
 

 

Clean Power Alliance Board of 

Directors Approves Long Duration 

Storage Project with NextEra Energy 
Resources’ Desert Sands Facility   

 

15-Year Agreement Adds System Resilience and 

Reliability for Southern California Residential and 

Commercial Energy Customers 

For immediate release: April 7, 2023 

Los Angeles, Calif. – The Clean Power Alliance (CPA) Board of Directors has 
approved a 15-year power purchase agreement (PPA) with NextEra Energy 

Resources, LLC, for a 75 megawatt (MW) long-duration standalone energy 
storage project. The project is located at NextEra’s Desert Sands Energy 

Storage facility in Riverside County, California. CPA will begin storing and 

discharging energy from the facility in June 2026. 

The project marks CPA’s first executed contract incorporating eight-hour 

storage capabilities. CPA’s many other battery storage projects incorporate 

four-hour battery technologies. Compared to a four-hour battery of the same 
size, an eight-hour battery can discharge twice as much energy. Desert 

Sands can power over 96,000 homes for eight hours daily.  

With an energy supply portfolio with many different types of intermittent 
resources, CPA also is a significant contributor to electricity system reliability 

by being one of the largest purchasers of energy storage in California.  

“This long-term agreement is unique in that it incorporates eight hours of 

storage capabilities rather than the more common four hours of storage,” 
said Ted Bardacke, CPA’s Chief Executive Officer. “The result is increased 

resilience and reliability for our many Southern California customers, which 

we must have as we transition to higher levels of renewable energy supply.”  



   
 

 

In June 2021, the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) issued a 
decision requiring load-serving entities, such as CPA, to increase procurement 

to address mid-term reliability concerns. As a result of this decision, CPA was 
required to procure a total of 679 MW of new reliable capacity between 2023 

and 2026, including 59 MW of long-duration storage by 2026.  

The Desert Sands project is the first energy storage agreement CPA has 
executed to meet its MTR 59 MW long-duration storage compliance 

requirement and means CPA will have completely satisfied this requirement 

several years early.  

“Our staff and Energy Planning and Resources Committee are being 
successful in selecting projects to meet both our long-term sustainability 

goals and our regulatory requirements,” said Dr. Julian A. Gold, CPA’s Board 
Chair. “Last summer’s extended heat wave throughout California was a 

powerful reminder as to why long-duration storage projects such as this are 
critical in building resilient communities.”   

 
About Clean Power Alliance 

 
Founded in 2017, Clean Power Alliance is the locally operated not-for-profit 

electricity provider for 30 cities across Los Angeles County and Ventura 

County, as well as the unincorporated areas of both counties. CPA is the 
fourth largest electricity provider in California and has the most customers 

receiving 100% renewable energy in the nation. CPA serves approximately 
three million people via one million customer accounts, providing clean 

renewable energy at competitive rates. To view CPA’s 2021 Impact Report, 
click here. For complete information regarding CPA visit  

www.cleanpoweralliance.org.  
 

About NextEra Energy Resources, LLC 
 

NextEra Energy Resources, LLC, together with its affiliated entities, is the 
world's largest generator of renewable energy from the wind and sun and the 

world leader in battery storage.  
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